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WAVMA OFFICER NOMINATIONS STILL OPEN 

Have you ever aspired to be a leader 
in aquatic veterinary medicine and 
pave or blaze the way forward in 
aquatic veterinary medicine, or do 
you know someone who really fits 

this billing?  Now is your chance!   

     The Executive Board has decided 
to keep the nomination process for 
2011 Officers and Directors-at-large 
open until midnight (GMT) September 
30, 2010.  Currently any full member in 
good standing (2010 membership dues 
are paid) can run for the following posi-
tions for the 2011 Executive Board 
(January 1 ï December 31, 2011): 

¶ President-Elect 

¶ Secretary 

¶ Treasurer 

¶ Director-at-Large (2 positions) 

     Please take this opportunity to offer 
yourself or encourage other suitable 
individuals to fill out, and submit the  
nomination form on the WAVMA 

website by September 30, 2010. 

     All nominations should be e-mailed 
to the WAVMA Parliamentarian -  

dscarfe@ameritech.net 
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Aquatic Vet News 

     After the elections, the elected Offic-
ers and Directors will participate as non-
voting members of the Executive Board 
through December 31, 2010, and will 
assume their 2011 positions January 1, 
2011. 

     With input from numerous Commit-
tees, the Executive Board collectively 
oversees WAVMAôs administration, and 
sets the direction of current and future 
WAVMA programs, membership ser-
vices, and other initiatives.  Please con-
sider running for one of these positions 
and using your enthusiasm, expertise, 
leadership and innovation ideas to ad-
vancing WAVMAôs mission and objec-
tives, and strengthening the discipline of 
aquatic veterinary medicine. 

     New nominees will be added to the 
slate of nominations already received 
and brief biographical information will be 
distributed with the ballots for you to 
cast your vote around October 1. 

     Voting for these positions will be 
open until October 31 and elected offic-
ers will be able to participate in Board 
meetings as observers until December 
31, and will assume their positions as 
voting Executive Board members on 
January 1, 2011. 

Contributors to this issue 
of Aquatic Vet News: 

Erdem Danyer 

David Scarfe   

Chris Walster 

Julius Tepper 

Devon Dublin 

Richmond Loh  

mailto:dscarfe@ameritech.net


      In this issue, you will see great information contributed 
by members Richmond Loh in Australia, Erdem Danyer from 
Turkey, and Devon Dublin in Japan.  You may remember  
that Drs. Loh and Dublin also contributed articles to the last 
issue.  We met Dr. Danyer from Turkey at the WAVMA meet-
ing in Greece. He was gracious enough to provide us with an 
article for this issue concerning an interesting case on which 
he is working. What a great pleasure it was to meet him, 
along with other veterinarians from Europe, Asia, Africa and 
of course North America at the Annual General Meeting.  
That is what this organization is all about.  Bridging the world 
to provide information to veterinarians involved in aquatic 
animal medicine.   

     The articles provided in this issue are interesting and in-
formative.  The author veterinarians volunteer their efforts to 
help others anywhere in the world. More help from your col-
leagues is just an email away, or other news and information 
can be found on our new WAVMA website.  All this at the tips 
of oneôs fingersðwith the aid of a computer.  But still, it is 
nice to actually meet other veterinarians face to face and so-
cialize over a glass of beer, or the last bottle of Port.  That is 
where true friendships are forgedðin person, rather than 
over the computer.  That is why I would encourage all 
WAVMA members to take the time to come to the meetings 
when they can.  We should also plan on have WAVMA get 
togethers in any other veterinary conferences where our 
members may attend. Letôs all plan on meeting together 
soon. 

Nick Saint-Erne, DVM  

Aquatic Veterinary News Editor  

saint-erne@Q.com  

Aquatic Veterinary News 

 

Commercial advertising rates:  

 

$200 per issue for full page. 

 

$110 per issue for İ page,  

 

$60 per issue for 1/4  page,  

 

$40 per issue for 1/8  page. 

 

Sponsors get a free listing in our 
sponsor section and İ price on any 
display ads they place in the AVN 
Newsletter. 

 

WAVMA MEMBERS: 

Share your contact information - 

Email me a digital image of your          
veterinary business card for a free 
insertion into the next AVN newslet-
ter!   

E-mail your advertising copy to  

saint-erne@Q.com 
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Executive Reports 

 

 

Vision for 2011 

     Having just returned from our Conference in Greece, I 
am sitting and writing my report while my reflections on 
the week are still vivid. It was truly a wonderful opportuni-
ty to meet our President and her colleagues in person, 
after so many months of meeting virtually through Skype. 
Equally pleasurable was the chance to meet new friends 
and renew old acquaintances while experiencing ancient 
Athens and the Greek Isles.  Our conference hotel, the 
Divani Palace Acropolis, a short walk away from the his-
torical site, was an added pleasure. The rooms were be-
yond my expectations for even a 5 star hotel, having 
passed my wifeôs white glove test with flying colors.  It 
was there that after two days of scientific presentations 
from speakers from around the world, we held our Annual 
General Meeting. I gave my President-Electôs Vision ad-
dress, the text of which is following. Thanks again to all 
those involved that made it happen. 

     It is a real honor to be taking the reins as WAVMA 
President for the next year. It has been a pleasure to 
work with the core group to build the framework of our 
organization from its inception in 2006 to the present. I 
would like to take this moment to recognize several peo-
ple who in my opinion have worked above and beyond all 
expectations to see our organization develop and grow. 
Dusan Palic, for his continuous work for several years as 
our financial officer as Treasurer; Nick Saint-Erne, for his 
tireless work as editor of our newsletter; Chris Walster, for 
his role as our official spokesperson as Secretary and 
also for volunteering to serve on numerous committees 
and focus groups and Dave Scarfe, who has been the 
glue that has cemented our organization together.  Alt-
hough as an organization we have not yet designated an 
award for WAVMA Outstanding Person of the Year, I 
would have to concede that slot to Dave every year we 
have existed. From the whole membership, I would like to 
personally and publically thank you all. I look forward to 
continuing to work with you in the future. 

     On a personal level, having experienced the satisfac-
tion of working with colleagues in organized veterinary 
medicine on a local level, then later on, on the Executive 
Board of the IAAAM, I appreciated the benefits such an 
organization could play and sensed the need to fill a void 
in not having an organized aquatic veterinary association. 
In personal conversations with many of our now founding 
members, it became evident they too shared the desire to 
create what is now WAVMA. Thus are the roots of our 
young organization. What do I see as my vision for the 
next year? I would like to say to you that we can sit back 
and watch our many ideas progress to maturity without 

input of time or effort.  

     Unfortunately, this is not the case. Many of our most 
active members have been burdened by the demands 
of our ñrealò jobs. If we had the resources, a full time 
paid Executive Director would be the key to help over-
come this problem. But as a young organization, we 
donôt have the income stream to support this. The an-
swer, as I see it, is to involve new members in a strong 
and active committee structure. To this end, I will push 
to see all our standing committees meet throughout the 
year. Furthermore, I will recommend that with their ap-
plication, all new members must indicate a committee 
choice on which to serve.  

     I have heard it said that increasing membership 
should be a prime objective. I personally feel that a 
smaller, more influential, more informed, more involved 
membership will lead to a stronger organization. At the 
heart of this must be a new, upgraded website to allow 
the membership to access both scientific and member 
support information. I hope to be able to fully deliver on 
this vision. I will ask your assistance and require your 
cooperation. I thank you all in advance. 

 

Dr Julius Tepper (USA)  

President-Elect  

cypcarpio@aol.com  

 

WAVMA New Members 

     Members are the life-blood of any professional Asso-
ciation.  Please join us in welcoming the following new 
members: 
 

Full Members: 

Roger E. Kragstad (USA) 

Mehdi Soltani (Iran) 

Bedan M. Masuruli (Tanzania) 

Min Suk Joo (South Korea) 

Thomas Jacobs (USA) 

Stanley Smith (Thailand) 

Audrey A. Keller (USA) 

Marcus J. Webster (USA) 

Student Members 

Katharine L. Holder (USA) 

Samara L. Parker (Canada) 

Anthony Weaver (USA) 
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Secretaryôs Report 

WAVMAôs Elections and AGM 

     The Executive Board agreed to postpone this yearôs 
elections until after the AGM. Details on how to become 
an officer of the association and the elections can be 
found elsewhere in this edition of the AVN. 

     Copies of the presentations given at the 2010 WAVMA 
conference and proceedings including abstracts received 
are now available on the WAVMA conference website ï 
see the link on the www.WAVMA.org home page. 

     After several promises it now looks as if the new web-
site will be up and running by the end of the year. Those 
of you who have visited the conference site will already 
have a good indication as to how it will look but there is an 
article on the new website in this edition of the AVN. 

     The conference was a great success, excellent educa-
tion and accommodation, friends renewed and made 
along with some wonderful culture. The smaller than ex-
pected number of people was somewhat disappointing, 
although I know around 20 people who could not attend 
through failing to arrange a visa in time. The only other 
downside to the trip was how exhausting it all was, alt-
hough that can be put down in my case to the consump-
tion of too many late night whiskies whilst discussing 
aquatic veterinary medicine! 

     Was it all worth it? In my case the answer is yes ï get-
ting to meet veterinary colleagues from four continents, 
learning about numerous facets of aquatic veterinary 
medicine and being able to talk to colleagues from around 
the world and realising yet again that we all face pretty 
much the same issues was very rewarding. As one dele-
gate described it, ñwe had a blastò. 

     So for those of you who missed it, make a note in your 
diary for next yearôs conference which will be held in con-
junction with the World Veterinary Congress in Cape 
Town, South Africa during the month of October. The plan 
is to have 2-3 days of lectures followed by 2-3 days of a 
biosecurity workshop. Not only will this demonstrate 
WAVMAôs commitment to aquatic veterinary education 
once again, but also demonstrate to those outside of the 
profession the veterinary involvement in aquaculture. 
Watch this space for further details and I would encourage 
all of you to attend. As with the Athens conference, I sus-
pect there will be opportunities to network with colleagues 
and that families will also have a great time. 

     Shortly after Athens, my family and I had a couple of 
weeks in a cottage just south of Oban, on the west coast 
of Scotland. An area renowned for its natural beauty and 
also its seafood gathered from local pristine waters. The 
inshore fisheries are largely based on crustacea, shellfish 
and cephalopods, whilst aquaculture is nearly all salmon 
and mussels. Along with tourism, these both account for a 

large part of the local economy.  

     With numerous scenic islands and plenty of wildlife, 
there are lots of boat trips on offer along with some for 
the more adventurous, such as a trip to the Corryvreken 
whirlpool, said to be the third largest of its kind in the 
world, although I felt the trip was nothing more than an 
excuse to get drenched in lots of very cold water. The 
wildlife trips are recommended with the chance of seeing 
whale, basking shark, dolphin, and porpoise, as well as 
birds such as the sea eagle (also called the erne).  

     On one trip, when passing a salmon farm of four net 
pens, our guide stated, ñthe rusting hulk you can see on 
your right is a salmon farm, which we donôt want here. It 
can hold four hundred thousand salmon but is currently 
fallow for two years due to the pollution the farm produc-
es, equivalent to the town of Oban [according to Wikipe-
dia stable population of around 8000 rising to 25,000 in 
the summer]. On the rocks to the right is a family of com-
mon seals, which spend twenty two hours a day basking 
on the rocks where the ultraviolet rays from the sun kill 
the sea lice attached to their skinò. [I didnôt know the sun 
was out for 22 hours a day!] To me there are numerous 
contradictions and inaccuracies in these comments 
which I tried to point out since one of the important roles 
of being a vet is education.  

     Why is there such a negative attitude to some aqua-
culture operations particularly given the state of world 
fisheries and an increasing population? Aquaculture is a 
necessity if we are to continue to eat seafood and it is 
not that long ago when salmon was an expensive luxury 
and not the relatively cheap healthy meal it is today. 
Tucking in to a plate of langoustines later that day, I pon-
dered on why they looked much smaller than even five 
years ago ï maybe it was coincidence but I started won-
dering how many years it would be before the fishery 
was depleted and they were all farm produced? 

  

Chris Walster BVMS MVPH MRCVS  

WAVMA Secretary  

chris.walster@onlinevets.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of Chris sailing  

The Mediterranean Sea 
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WAVMA Committee Reports 

Meetings Committee 

WAVMA Booth at the 2010 AVMA Convention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAVMA members (from left ï Diane 
McClure, Kirstin Kamps, Scott Weber and 
Barry Baker) promote aquatic veterinary 
opportunities to veterinary colleagues at the 
combined WAVMA/AVMA booth at the 
2010 AVMA Annual Convention in Atlanta, 
Georgia, USA. 

 

Photo credit: Diane McClure 

 

 

 

The WAVMA booth is presented in the picture above at the AVMA convention in July.  In addition to the AVMA and 

the WAVMA convention in Greece (below), the WAVMA booth was also exhibited at the 6th International Symposium 

on Aquatic Animal Health in Tampa, Florida in September. 

 

Dr Julius Tepper 

Meetings Committee Chair 

cypcarpio@aol.com  
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